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a\ I\n the words of Benjamin Franklin: )
A

' “Tellme and | forget, teach me and

- I may remember, involve me and |
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History

The Forest School ethos dates back to the

\[ 1800s when educationalist theorists (inc )
o " Montessori and Piaget) first advocated the \
\7 benefits of learning in the natural

environment and felt that healthy
( development came from ‘experiential play’

( which is both real and stimulating.

” T )
=\ " “Education is a natural '

process carried out by the)
: child and is not acquired /
\«7 by listening to words but |
by experiences in the

( environment.”

Maria Montessori
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““Play alone is the
| free expression of )
&7 what is in a child’s
soul”
Friedrich Froebel
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[ History

A

)
. The 1950s saw the introduction of Swedish \
| ‘Rain or Shine Schools’ - the premise of
PR these being that children learn through )
play, using nature and the environment as
their teacher. Children were encouraged
o lead their own learning, with nature

A g

&



{ \\
. History \)
It wasn’t until the 1990s that the idea of )

A

outdoor learning was brought over to the UK.
Since then Forest School has been a rapidly :
growing project and by 2006 there were )
approximately 140 such schools in Britain. In
2012 the movement reached a milestone when
e ‘Forest School Association” was formeo
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- Key aims: -

«

)

' Tonurture |- ~
. self esteem. -
w | ~ To equip childre

| ‘ \) with love and A create independent
_To enhance children’s| réspect for the ~ learners.
. communication 4  outdoors. = R NG

skills and ability to
[ work as a team.

o \ To develop /

. To provide real life '\jjhealthy minds
opportunities and and healthy

l

o )

To teach
resilience and
risk taking.




. How will Forest
~* School workat -~
% Fairway?
{

v

. All children will }& ‘
_ have a Forest \ s
| School session{ Forest School principles will

Wék. , 1_ build upon what is
n established in the "

Risk assessments  Foundation Stage with Yea
1 will be in place, JB‘ having a more in-depth
"~ and regularly xperience jpitially

reviewed, for all
ivities.

i 4 V )
" Ratio of staff to
~‘children will always”

\( be carefully
' considered.

Children will have a range

of outdoor learning
experiences which tie in
with their curriculu

J

Sessions will focu
on wide ranging
skills and reflect

_curriculum studies.
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At Fairway we are going to use our
richest classroom of all, the ‘\)

outdoors, to enhance the learning
aﬁd experiences of our children. Tt
~ skills that they develop through

- sessions will give them the skills -
~ that they need to succeed in a

aspects ¢ N edu . 0|'. and

pers@hal lives.
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[ Wh,ajc kinds of )
- activities w II th -
*~  children be d
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d ) Outdoor experiences.
;; Creative and * [WI|| support in-schoo
| ~ imaginative child |eam.ng, broadening
Developing motor skills, centred their understanding T:‘m'”g about The'r °"‘{”d
L . . ' ~ | | ‘ se esteem, resilience an
_through using tools, exploration. Y ROPEEAERDE | o nding thelrthoughts/

” creating shelters and
den building.

d ideas about themselve
ir community and their
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. What will the
'\? children need?

\

Gloves, hat ) ‘,
and scarf : H 2, \
o~ "’

g

o Watérproof coat
\ ‘ “\
) . and waterproof
trousers or splash-

. Sturdy walking suits are essentia

. shoes or

I wellingtons , .

Most importantly )
a great
imagination! )
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