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PURPOSE 

When communicating ideas in writing, it is important that children use a handwriting style which is 

neat and legible. The importance of handwriting should not be under-estimated. It is vital that 

children can write quickly, comfortably and legibly as it is a skill needed in many curriculum areas. 

Children’s self-esteem is also heightened when they are able to take pride in their handwriting. 

 

AIMS 

• To develop a joined, confident handwriting style that is clear, legible, fluent and consistent 

throughout Year 2 and Key Stage 2. 

• To instil a positive attitude towards handwriting. 
• To present work in a neat and orderly fashion appropriate to the task. 

 

PROVISION 

Handwriting and expected standards of presentation should be taught as a whole class activity. 

Handwriting should be taught in each year group however the time needed will differ.  

At Fairway the expectation is: 

All classes should set out high expectations for handwriting and presentation at the start 

of each term. 

 

Nursery – 10 minute daily input to develop gross and fine motor skills alongside continuous 

provision to reinforce teaching. 

 

Reception – 10 minute input alongside each groups phonics apply session alongside 

continuous provision to reinforce teaching. 

 

Year 1 and 2 - 10 minute daily input alongside continuous provision to reinforce teaching. 

 

Key stage 2 – 10 minute input three times per week. 

 

 
The lesson structure should be: 

 
• Brief warm-up exercises led by teacher. Children to check the three ‘P’s 

• (paper, pen grip, posture). See Appendix 1 for warm-up ideas or warm up videos are 
available online. 

• Watch the input video for letter formation or join. Teacher models by drawing the letter in the 
air, on the table and then on screen.  

• Teacher circulates and intervenes to secure understanding and progress. 

 
The teacher should act as a model when writing on the board or marking work, using a 

fluent joined style where appropriate. 

 

A model of the agreed handwriting style (Nelson) should be displayed in all classrooms. In 

addition, posters around the school environment should also model expectations for 

handwriting and presentation. 

 
 
 



THE NELSON HANDWRITING SCHEME 

At Fairway Primary School, we use the Nelson Handwriting Scheme to help children develop their 

handwriting. Children must be taught individual letters first so that they see them as individual units 

before learning to join. Letter formation as per the scheme, and the Sassoon Primary Infant font, is 

used at Fairway. 

 

Please refer to Appendices 2 - 5 the ’Ready Reference Guide’ which illustrates the letter forms, the 
letter families and the joining groups. 
 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

The Three ‘P’s: 

• paper 
• pen grip 
• posture 

 
Attention to posture and seating arrangements is important. To this end, all teachers need 

to ensure the following are in place: 

 
• Paper or books should be slanted at 11 o’clock for right-handed children or 1 o’clock 

• for left-handed children. 

• Chair and table should be at a comfortable height (height of the chair should be 

such that the thighs are horizontal and feet flat on the floor). 

• Table should support the forearm so that it rests lightly on the surface and is 

parallel to the floor. 

• Teacher should remind children of BBC – Bottom Back in Chair  

• Left-handed pupils should sit on the left of their partners. 
 

Children who display specific difficulties with handwriting will have these addressed through such 
interventions as slanted writing boards, rubber pencil grips, using alternative writing media etc 

PEN GRIP 

A comfortable pencil grip is taught in Reception and consistently applied throughout the school. 

The tripod grip should be developed consisting of thumb and forefinger gripping the pencil with the 

middle finger supporting it. Other writing grips may be applied for children who may struggle with 

this grip. Writing grip triangles may be attached to the pencil if children find this comfortable and an aid 

to their natural pencil grip. The focus is for a comfortable recognised grip which maintains legible 

handwriting. Left-handed children are encouraged to position their fingers about 1.5 centimetres from 

the end of the writing implement to avoid smudging their work. 

 

PRESENTATION 

It is very important to ensure consistency towards presentation of work across the curriculum and the 

school.  Staff should focus on the guidelines found in Appendix 6. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX 1 – HANDWRITING WARM UP IDEAS 

I Don’t Know! 
Shrug shoulders up, down, 

forwards and backwards, as if 
you were saying ‘I don’t know!’ 

Crocodile Jaws 

Raise your arms in the air 

with one above the other. 

Then snap your hands 

together like a crocodile 

snapping its jaw. 

Take turns having the left and 
right arm above each other for 

this activity. 

Air Traffic Controller 

Start with your elbows 

bent and your hands in a 

fist in front of each 

shoulder. Then 

straighten your elbows, 

moving one arm out from 

the body and the other arm 

to the side of your body. 

Alternate 

arms back and forth. 

Butterfly 

Begin with your arms 

straightened in front of 

your body. Link your 

thumbs together to make 

an “X” and turn your hands 

facing out. 

Using the shoulders to move, 
make small circles with the 
hands, moving from left to 
right (remember to do this 

movement from the shoulders, 
not the fingers or hand). 

 

 

SHOULDER, HAND 

AND FINGER 

WARMUPS FOR 

HANDWRITING 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Finger Push-Ups 

Place the tips of your 

fingers together and 

straighten the 

fingers while pushing the finger 
tips against each other. 

Piano 

Drum your fingers on the 

table or desk as if playing the 

piano. Make sure each finger 

touches the desk. You can 

also work on fast vs. slow 

movements with this. “How 

slowly can you play the 

piano?” “How fast can you 

play the piano?” “Can you 

use both hands together to 

play the piano?” (works on 

bilateral coordination skills). 

Baton Twirling 
Get your pencils out and start to 

twirl them in the air like a 
baton, spinning them both 

horizontally and vertically in 
the air. This combines some 
shoulder and finger exercises 

together. 

Imaginary Gloves 
Pull on your “gloves” by 

applying firm pressure to the 
fingers and back of each hand. 
This provides proprioceptive 

and tactile feedback and 
prepares the muscles for 

movement. 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 2 – THE LETTER FORMS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 3 -THE LETTER & JOINING GROUPS 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 



APPENDIX 4 – THE LANGUAGE OF LETTER FORMATION 

 

 



 
  

 



APPENDIX 5 -THE JOINS 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 6 – PRESENTATION GUIDE 

 

 

Fairway Presentation Guide 

I will stick in the Learning Objective/ Success Criteria sheet at the start of the lesson. This will 
have the date written on the left hand side (short date for maths and long date for English). 

I will use a capital letter for days of the week and months of the year and spell these words 
correctly. 

I will not leave blank pages in my book. 
 

I will write on the lines in my book and next to the margin. 
 

I will use a pencil in my maths book. 
 

I can use a handwriting pen in my English books when my teacher tells me I can. 

If I make a mistake, I will put one neat line through it. 
whent 

I will stick in sheets straight with no edges hanging out the side of my book. I will not stick in 
folded sheets. 

I will use a ruler to draw charts/tables and label diagrams. 
 

I will keep my book clean and tidy. I will not scribble/doodle in my book. 

 


