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Fairway Primary School 

Music Long Term Planning 

EXPLORE ---KNOW---COMMUNICATE 
CONCEPTS 

PULSE 

This concept focuses on keeping a steady beat in a piece of music. 

RHYTHM 

This concept is about understanding that music consists of a pattern of long and/or short notes. 

DYNAMICS 

This concept focuses on varying levels of volume of sound, in different parts of a musical performance. 

TEMPO 

This concept is about understanding the speed at which a passage of music is/should be played. 

PITCH 

This concept focuses on how low or high a sound is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SUBJECT CONTENT EYFS 

• Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs.  

• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

SUBJECT CONTENT KS1 
Pupils should be taught to:  

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 
 

SUBJECT CONTENT KS2 
Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of music. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



NURSERY 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
• Remember and sing entire songs.  

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).  

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.  

• Create their own songs or improvise a song around one they know. 

 

 

NURSERY  
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Topic Unit of Study Topic Unit of Study Topic Unit of Study 

BELONGING This is me 
(Sing up) 

HOW WILL WE GET 
THERE? 

Travel & Movement 
(Sing up) 

INTO THE GARDEN WE 
GO! 

Animal Tea Party 
(Sing up) 

VOCABULARY Call and response, my 

turn, your turn, 

instrument, musicians, 
steady beat/pulse, 

VOCABULARY Dynamics, loud, quiet, 

tempo, fast, slow, pitch, 

high, low, steady beat 

VOCABULARY Rhythm, dynamics, loud, 

quiet, tempo, fast, slow, 

steady beat 

SEARCH FOR A HERO Let’s be friends 
(Sing up) 

TRADITIONAL TALES I’ve got feelings. 
(Sing up) 

WHERE IN THE 
WORLD? 

Let’s Jam 
(Sing up) 

VOCABULARY Instruments, sound, 

pulse/steady beat, 

dynamics, loud, quiet, 
fast, slow, high, low 

VOCABULARY Dynamics, loud, quiet, 

tempo, fast, slow, 

conductor, steady beat 

VOCABULARY Rhythm, pitch, high, low, 

steady beat 

 

  



 

RECEPTION 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
• Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses. 

• Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

 

RECEPTION 
AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 

Topic Unit of Study Topic Unit of Study Topic Unit of Study 

BELONGING I’ve got a grumpy face 

(sing up) 
Shake my sillies out (sing 

up) 

HOW WILL WE GET 

THERE? 

Music and Movement 

(Kapow) 

INTO THE GARDEN WE 

GO! 

Five Fine Bumblebees (Sing 

up) 

VOCABULARY Tempo – fast, slow, beat, 

pitch – high / low, call and 

response, timbre – hard / 
soft, scratchy / smooth, 

timbre, dynamics – loud / 
quiet 

VOCABULARY Beat – ‘heartbeat’, pulse, 

steady, repeat, constant, 

composer, tempo – fast, 
moderate, medium, slow, 

pitch – high, low, 
performance 

Dynamics – loud / quiet 

VOCABULARY Timbre, tempo, call and 

response, duration – long / 

short, dynamics, pitch, 
tempo, timbre, soundscape 

SEARCH FOR A HERO Witch, witch (sing up)  

Christmas Nativity 
Celebration music 

(Kapow) listening & 

appraising 

TRADITIONAL TALES Musical Stories (Kapow) WHERE IN THE 

WORLD? 

Down there under the sea 

(Sing up) 

VOCABULARY Pitch – high / low, timbre, 

tempo, strong beat, pulse 
(the ‘heartbeat’ of music) 

texture – solo, together, 
performance, dynamics – 

loud / quiet 

VOCABULARY Classical music, dynamics 

– loud / quiet, musical 
story, lyrics, melody, 

tempo, pitch, compose 

VOCABULARY Dynamics, pitch, call and 

response, tempo, timbre, 
soundscape 

 

 



YEAR 1 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING 

• Using their voices expressively to speak and chant. 

• Singing short songs from memory, maintaining the 

overall shape of the melody and keeping in time. 

• Maintaining the pulse (play on the beat) using hands 
and tuned and untuned instruments.  

• Copying back short rhythmic and melodic phrases on 

percussion instruments. 

• Responding to simple musical instructions such as 
tempo and dynamic changes as part of a class 

performance. 

• Performing from graphic notation. 

• Recognising and understanding the difference       

between pulse and rhythm. 

• Understanding that different types of sounds are  
called timbres.  

• Recognising basic tempo, dynamic and pitch changes 

(faster/slower, louder/quieter and higher/lower). 

• Describing the character, mood, or ‘story’ of music  
they listen to, both verbally and through movement. 

• Describing the differences between two pieces of 

music. 

• Expressing a basic opinion about music (like/dislike). 

• Listening to and repeating short, simple rhythmic 

patterns.  

• Listening and responding to other performers by 
playing as part of a group. 

• Selecting and creating short sequences of sound with 

voices or instruments to represent a given idea or 
character. 

• Combining instrumental and vocal sounds within a 

given structure. 

• Creating simple melodies using a few notes. 

• Choosing dynamics, tempo and timbre for a piece of 
music. 

• Creating a simple graphic score to represent a 

composition.  

• Beginning to make improvements to their work as 

suggested by the teacher. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
KEEPING THE PULSE 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
TEMPO  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

 

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pulse  
 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 ( 5 WEEKS) 
SOUND PATTERNS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL SYMBOLS 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
 

Tempo 

Pitch 

Tempo 

Pitch 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
KEEPING THE PULSE (My favourite 

things) 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
TEMPO (Snail & mouse) 

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS (Seaside) 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high-quality live and recorded music 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Play untuned instruments musically 

• Create sounds using the interrelated dimensions 

of music (rhythm) 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 
music 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 ( 5 WEEKS) 
SOUND PATTERNS (Fairytales) 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH (Superheroes) 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL SYMBOLS (Under the sea) 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 

 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a 

range of high quality (live) and recorded music 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music (pitch and tempo) 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high-quality live and recorded music 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
KEEPING THE PULSE 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
TEMPO  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS 

• Clapping and playing in time with the pulse.  
• Playing simple rhythms on an instrument. 
• The difference between a pulse and a rhythm. 
• Vocal improvisation within a given structure. 
 

• Singing short songs from memory, adding 
simple dynamics.  

• Playing instruments expressively. 
• Responding expressively to music using your 

body.  
• Creating and selecting appropriate sounds to tell 

a story. 

• Responding to the pulse and tempo of music 
through expressive and appropriate movement. 

•  Selecting appropriate instruments to create an 
intended effect, using dynamics and pitch to 
show size and depth.  

• Layering instrumental sounds in response to an 
image.  

• Using musical vocabulary when describing how to 
create effects in music. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 ( 5 WEEKS) 
SOUND PATTERNS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL SYMBOLS 

• Performing short chants from memory, with 
expression.  

•  Responding to a sound by likening it to a 
character or mood. 

•  Creating and   selecting sounds to match a 
character or mood. 

• Playing simple patterns on tuned instruments 
incorporating high/low (pitch) and fast/slow 
(tempo).  

• Recognising tempo and pitch changes.  
• Experimenting with tempo and pitch using tuned 

and untuned instruments. 

• Performing from graphic notation.  
• Listening to and commenting on the 

descriptive features   of music.  
• Selecting appropriate instruments to create an   

intended effect, using dynamics and tempo to 
add interest. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
KEEPING THE PULSE 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
TEMPO  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS 

Pulse, singing voice, speaking voice, thinking 
voice, rhythm, performance 

Tempo, beat, rhythm, contrast, performance Dynamics, soundscape, symbol, performance 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 ( 5 WEEKS) 
SOUND PATTERNS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL SYMBOLS 

Dynamics, rhythmic patterns, pulse Pitch, two-pitch patterns, tempo Dynamics, pitch, tempo, rest (gap), sound 
pattern 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 2 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 

PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING 

• Using their voices expressively when singing, including 

the use of basic dynamics (loud and quiet). 

• Singing short songs from memory, with melodic and 
rhythmic accuracy. 

• Copying longer rhythmic patterns on untuned 

percussion instruments, keeping a steady pulse. 

• Performing expressively using dynamics and timbre to 

alter sounds as appropriate. 

• Singing back short melodic patterns by ear and playing 
short melodic patterns from letter notation. 

 

• Recognising timbre changes in music they listen to. 

• Recognising structural features in music they listen to. 

• Listening to and recognising instrumentation. 

• Beginning to use musical vocabulary to describe  

music. 

• Identifying melodies that move in steps. 

• Listening to and repeating a short, simple melody by 
ear. 

• Suggesting improvements to their own and others’ 

work. 

 

• Selecting and creating longer sequences of 

appropriate sounds with voices or instruments to 
represent a given idea or character. 

• Successfully combining and layering several 

instrumental and vocal patterns within a given 

structure. 

• Creating simple melodies from five or more notes. 

• Choosing appropriate dynamics, tempo and timbre for a 
piece of music. 

• Using letter name and graphic notation to represent 

the details of their composition. 

• Beginning to suggest improvements to their own  
work. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
CALL & RESPONSE (ANIMALS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
KEY STAGE 1 PRODUCTION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
INSTRUMENTS (MUSICAL STORY 

TELLING) 

Pulse  

Rhythm  
Dynamics 

Pitch 

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

Pulse 

Pulse  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
CONTRASTING DYNAMICS (SPACE) 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
STRUCTURE (MYTHS AND LEGENDS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH (MUSICAL ME) 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

Dynamics 

Tempo 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
CALL & RESPONSE (ANIMALS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
KEY STAGE 1 PRODUCTION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
INSTRUMENTS (MUSICAL STORY 

TELLING) 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music. 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 
sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs  

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 

 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
CONTRASTING DYNAMICS (SPACE) 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
STRUCTURE (MYTHS AND LEGENDS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH (MUSICAL ME) 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to 

a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
 

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by 
singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

• Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
CALL & RESPONSE (ANIMALS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
KEY STAGE 1 PRODUCTION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
INSTRUMENTS (MUSICAL STORY 

TELLING) 

• Recognising playing a short rhythm from simple 

notation. 

• Suggesting improvements to their work.  

•  Relating music to feelings.    

•  Creating short sequences of sound on a given 
idea. 

• Singing with confidence and expression.  • Singing and playing untuned instruments at 

the same time. 

• Playing a melody from letter notation. 

• Repeating a melody by ear.  
• Choosing appropriate dynamics and timbre for a 

piece of music. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
CONTRASTING DYNAMICS (SPACE) 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
STRUCTURE (MYTHS AND LEGENDS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH (MUSICAL ME) 

• Performing a melodic motif musically. 
• Listening for and recognizing instrumentation. 
• Creating a melodic motif from a set of five notes 

• Singing with confidence and expression.  
• Using musical vocabulary to describe the music 

they hear.  
• Creating and making improvements to 

a soundscape. 

• Singing songs from memory with confidence and 
accuracy.  

• Recognising structural features. 
•  Layering instrumental and vocal sounds and 

patterns within a given structure. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
CALL & RESPONSE (ANIMALS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
KEY STAGE 1 PRODUCTION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
INSTRUMENTS (MUSICAL STORY 

TELLING) 
Dynamics, call and response, sound pattern Dynamics, pitch, tempo, phrase, rhythm  Dynamics, encore, compose, sound effect, tempo 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
CONTRASTING DYNAMICS (SPACE) 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
STRUCTURE (MYTHS AND LEGENDS) 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PITCH (MUSICAL ME) 

Compose, pitch pattern, tempo, dynamics, sound 
scape 

Composition, structure, rhythm, rest, pulse, notation,  
beats 

Notation, phrase, pitch, pitch pattern, stave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 3 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING THE HISTORY OF MUSIC 

• Singing songs in a variety of musical 

styles with accuracy and control, 
demonstrating developing vocal 

technique. 

• Singing and playing in time with peers, 
with some degree of accuracy and 

awareness of their part in the group 

performance. 

• Performing from basic staff notation, 
incorporating rhythm and pitch and 

being able to identify these symbols 
using musical terminology. 

 

• Discussing the stylistic features of 

different genres, styles and traditions 
of music using musical vocabulary 

(Indian, classical, Chinese, Battle Songs, 
Ballads, Jazz). 

• Understanding that music from 

different parts of the world has different 

features. 

• Recognising and explaining the changes 
within a piece of music using musical 

vocabulary. 

• Describing the timbre, dynamic, and 
textural details of a piece of music, both 

verbally, and through movement. 

• Beginning to show an awareness of 
metre. 

• Beginning to use musical vocabulary 

(related to the inter-related dimensions 

of music) when discussing 
improvements to their own and 

others’ work. 
 

• Composing a piece of music in a given 

style with voices and instruments 
(Battle Song, Indian Classical, Jazz, 

Swing). 

• Combining melodies and rhythms to 
compose a multi-layered composition 

in a given style (pentatonic). 

• Using letter name and rhythmic 

notation (graphic or staff), and key 
musical vocabulary to label and record 

their compositions. 

• Suggesting and implementing 
improvements to their own work, using 

musical vocabulary. 
 

• Understanding that music from 

different   times has different features. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
BALLADS 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
CREATING COMPOSITIONS IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ANIMATION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DEVELOPING SINGING TECHNIQUE 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
PENTATONIC MELODIES & 

COMPOSITION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Pitch 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
BALLADS 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
CREATING COMPOSITIONS IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ANIMATION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DEVELOPING SINGING 

TECHNIQUE 

• play and perform, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 
notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 
notations  

 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
PENTATONIC MELODIES & 

COMPOSITION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

•  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
BALLADS 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
CREATING COMPOSITIONS IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ANIMATION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DEVELOPING SINGING 

TECHNIQUE 
• Performing a ballad as a class.  
• Recognising the features of a ballad. 
• Writing lyrics for a ballad. 

• Performing a soundscape accurately, fluently 
and expressively.  

• Recognising and explaining the changes within 
a piece of music using musical vocabulary. 

• Telling a story through layers of melody and 
rhythm. 

• Appreciating classical music and   unpick   its 
narrative. 

• Singing songs with accuracy and control, with 
developing vocal technique.  

• Discussing the features of battle songs using 
musical vocabulary.  

• Creating a battle song with voices and untuned 
percussion. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
PENTATONIC MELODIES & 

COMPOSITION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

• Playing a pentatonic melody from letter notation.  

• Maintaining a part during a group performance.  
• Discussing the features of Chinese music using 

musical vocabulary.  

• Combining three pentatonic melodies with 
untuned percussion to create a group 

composition. 

• Pulse keeping 

• Basic rhythms (cat, monkey, rest, armadillo) 

• Djembe playing technique (holding the 

instrument, bass and tone) 

• Ensemble playing 

• Creativity (creating own sounds on the drums) 

• Basic musical terms (tempo, pitch, dynamics, 

pulse, call and response) 
 

• Pulse keeping 

• Basic rhythms (cat, monkey, rest, armadillo) 

• Djembe playing technique (holding the 

instrument, bass and tone) 

• Ensemble playing 

• Creativity (creating own sounds on the drums) 

• Basic musical terms (tempo, pitch, dynamics, 

pulse, call and response) 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
BALLADS 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
CREATING COMPOSITIONS IN 
RESPONSE TO AN ANIMATION  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
DEVELOPING SINGING TECHNIQUE 

Ballad, chorus, ensemble, phrases, stanza Ensemble, letter-notation, melodic pattern, melody, 
timbre 

Rhythmic notation, key change, major key, minor 
key, crotchet, minim, quaver 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
PENTATONIC MELODIES & 

COMPOSITION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

Crescendo, harmony, octaves, layered melodies, grid 
notation, pentatonic melody, scale, phrases 

Djembe, bass, tone, Ensemble, Pulse, rhythm 
dynamics, tempo, call and response 

Djembe, bass, tone, Ensemble, Pulse, rhythm 
dynamics, tempo, call and response 

 

 

 



YEAR 4 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING THE HISTORY OF MUSIC 

• Singing longer songs in a variety of 

musical styles from memory, with 
accuracy, control, fluency and a 

developing sense of expression 
including control of subtle dynamic 

changes. 

• Singing and playing in time with peers 

with accuracy and awareness of their 
part in the group performance. 

• Playing melody parts on tuned 

instruments with accuracy and control 
and developing instrumental technique. 

• Playing syncopated rhythms with 

accuracy, control and fluency. 
 

• Recognising the use and development 

of motifs in music. 

• Identifying gradual dynamic and tempo 
changes within a piece of music. 

• Recognising and discussing the stylistic 

features of different genres, styles and 
traditions of music using musical 

vocabulary (Samba, Rock and Roll). 

• Identifying common features between 

different genres, styles and traditions 
of music. 

• Recognising, naming and explaining the 

effect of the interrelated dimensions 
of music. 

• Identifying scaled dynamics 

crescendo/decrescendo) within a piece 
of music. 

• Using musical vocabulary to discuss the 

purpose of a piece of music. 

• Using musical vocabulary (related to 

the inter-related dimensions of music) 
when discussing improvements to their 

own and others’ work. 
 

• Composing a coherent piece of music in 

a given style with voices, bodies and 
instruments. 

• Beginning to improvise musically within 

a given style. 

• Developing melodies using rhythmic 
variation, transposition, inversion, and 

looping. 

• Creating a piece of music with at least 

four different layers and a clear 
structure. 

• Using letter name, graphic and rhythmic 

notation and key musical vocabulary 
to label and record their compositions. 

• Suggesting improvements to others’ 

work, using musical vocabulary. 
 

• Recognising and discussing the stylistic 

features of different genres, styles 
and traditions of music using musical 

vocabulary. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
CHANGES IN PITCH, TEMPO & 

DYNAMICS 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

Tempo 
 

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
HAIKU, MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
SAMBA & CARNIVAL SOUNDS & 

INSTRUMENTS  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
ADAPTING & TRANSPOSING MOTIFS 

Rhythm  

Pitch 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
CHANGES IN PITCH, TEMPO & 

DYNAMICS 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
HAIKU, MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
SAMBA & CARNIVAL SOUNDS & 

INSTRUMENTS  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
ADAPTING & TRANSPOSING MOTIFS 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

•  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
CHANGES IN PITCH, TEMPO & 

DYNAMICS 

• Basic stick technique 

• Basic rudiments (single stroke and double 

stroke roll) 

• Expand on dynamic range and playing 

(crescendo, diminuendo) 

• Playing along to backing tracks and staying in 

time. 

• Developing from using just hands to other limbs 

as would be used on drum kit 

• Expanding rhythmic knowledge (ant eater, 

elephant, off beats) 

• Creating 4 beat rhythms 

• Reading written music 

• Basic stick technique 

• Basic rudiments (single stroke and double 

stroke roll) 

• Expand on dynamic range and playing 

(crescendo, diminuendo) 

• Playing along to backing tracks and staying in 

time. 

• Developing from using just hands to other limbs 

as would be used on drum kit 

• Expanding rhythmic knowledge (ant eater, 

elephant, off beats) 

• Creating 4 beat rhythms 

• Reading written music 

• Singing in two parts with expression and 
• dynamics.  
• Performing a vocal ostinato as part of a 

layered ensemble. 
• Using musical vocabulary to describe 

• the detailed features of a piece of music. 
• Suggesting improvements to their own and 

others' work. 
• Creating a rhythmic ostinato. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
HAIKU, MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
SAMBA & CARNIVAL SOUNDS & 

INSTRUMENTS  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
ADAPTING & TRANSPOSING MOTIFS 

• Exploring timbre using  their voices 
expressively. 

• Recognising, naming and explaining the 
function of the interrelated dimensions of music. 

• Creating and performing a group composition 
within a given structure using both melodic 
and rhythmic instruments. 

• Playing syncopated rhythms with accuracy, 
control and fluency. 

• Recognising the stylistic features of samba 
music. 

• Composing a   rhythmic break. 
• Learning about the origin  of samba  music. 

• Playing melody parts on tuned instruments 
with accuracy and control, with developing vocal 
technique.  

• Recognising the use and development of motifs 
in music. 

• Creating a motif-based composition and notating 
this using roman mosaic artwork. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
CHANGES IN PITCH, TEMPO & 

DYNAMICS 
Djembe, pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, pitch, 
stick, single stroke, double stroke, crescendo, 
diminuendo, time, off beats, notes,  

Djembe, pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, pitch, 
stick, single stroke, double stroke, crescendo, 
diminuendo, time, off beats, notes, 

Scaled dynamics – crescendo and decrescendo, 
contrasting rhythms, loop, repeated melodies, 
structure 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
HAIKU, MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
SAMBA & CARNIVAL SOUNDS & 

INSTRUMENTS  

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
ADAPTING & TRANSPOSING MOTIFS 

Bass line, walking bass line, flat notes, sharp notes 
Rock and roll 

Col legno, forte, glissando, sliding pitch, piano 
pizzicato, staccato, timbre, haiku 

Crescendo, metronome, off beat, syncopated 
rhythms, unison (names of untuned instruments 
agogo, Caixa, chocahlo, ganza, repique, tamborim)  



YEAR 5 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING THE HISTORY OF MUSIC 

• Singing songs in two or more parts, in a 

variety of musical styles from memory, 
with accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression. 

• Working as a group to perform a piece of 
music, adjusting dynamics and pitch 

according to a graphic score, keeping in 

time with others and communicating 
with the group. 

• Performing with accuracy and fluency 

from graphic and simple staff notation. 

• Playing a simple chord progression with 
accuracy and fluency. 

 

• Recognising and confidently discussing 

the stylistic features of different 
genres, styles and traditions of music 

using musical vocabulary. (South 
African, West African, Musical, 

Theatre, Blues, Dance Remix.). 

• Representing the features of a piece of 

music using graphic notation, and 
colours, justifying their choices with 

reference to musical vocabulary. 

• Comparing, discussing and evaluating 
music using detailed musical 

vocabulary. 

• Developing confidence in using detailed 
musical vocabulary (related to the 

inter-related dimensions of music) to 

discuss and evaluate their own and 
others’ work. 

• Composing a detailed piece of music 

from a given stimulus with voices, 
bodies and instruments (Remix, 

Colours, Stories, Drama). 

• Improvising coherently within a given 
style. 

• Combining rhythmic patterns (ostinato) 

into a multi-layered composition using 

all the inter-related dimensions of 
music to add musical interest. 

• Using staff notation to record rhythms 

and melodies. 

• Selecting, discussing and refining 
musical choices both alone and with 

others, using musical vocabulary with 
confidence. 

• Suggesting and demonstrating 

improvements to own and others’ work. 

• Confidently discussing the stylistic 

features of different genres, styles and 
traditions of music and explaining how 

these have developed over time. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
COMPOSITION NOTATION  

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
BLUES  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 

Rhythm  
Pitch 

 

 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

Pulse           
Rhythm  

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
LOOPING & REMIXING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL THEATRE 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 
 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

 

Pulse  

Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
COMPOSITION NOTATION 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
BLUES  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  
 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
LOOPING & REMIXING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL THEATRE 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 

control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 
purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 
music. 

 

 

 



M
U

SI
C

 K
N

O
W

LE
D

G
E
 

MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
COMPOSITION NOTATION 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
BLUES  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 
• Performing accurately from graphic notation 

using voices and instruments. 
• Identifying how   the key features of music 

are written down, by following a score whilst 
listening. 

• Creating a sound story using voices and 
instruments, and notate it using hieroglyphs. 

• Performing the blues scale on a tuned 
percussion instrument. 

• Hearing when songs play the 12 bar blues. 
• Improvising  a blues performance. 

• Understanding how this genre of music came 

to be. 

• Finding notes on the instruments 

• Reading music notation (C, D, E, F, G) 

• Playing a scale and arpeggios 

• Playing a melodic line with a backing track 

• Using the knowledge learned from the previous 

2 years to create musical lines 

• Be able to produce good tones using the 

knowledge of stick hold etc from year 4 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
LOOPING & REMIXING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL THEATRE 

• Finding notes on the instruments 

• Reading music notation (C, D, E, F, G) 

• Playing a scale and arpeggios 

• Playing a melodic line with a backing track 

• Using the knowledge learned from the previous 

2 years to create musical lines 

• Be able to produce good tones using the 

knowledge of stick hold etc from year 4 

• Playing a composition in time with a backing 
rhythm.  

• Hearing loops or a section of music within 
remixes.  

• Creating their own remix using fragments of a 
known song. 

• Participating in a group performance to   tell   
a story.  

• Performing a vocal ostinato as part of a 
layered ensemble. 

• Identify the features of songs from musical 
theatre.    

• Composing   an original piece   or   using 
familiar songs to tell a story. 

• Understanding what musical theatre looked and 
sounded like across decades. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
COMPOSITION NOTATION 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
BLUES  

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 
Graphic score, layering, soundtrack, synaesthesia, 
timbre 

2-bar blues, ascending scale, descending scale, 
chord, bar, bent, pitch, quavers, sharp, solo, staff, 
notation 

Pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, pitch, 
note/notation, note names – C, D, E, F, G), scale, 
arpeggios, melody, melodic line, composition 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
AFRICAN DRUMMING/TUNED 

PERCUSSION 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
LOOPING & REMIXING 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
MUSICAL THEATRE 

Pulse, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, pitch, 
note/notation, note names – C, D, E, F, G), scale, 
arpeggios, melody, melodic line, composition 

Backbeat, melody, fragment, looped rhythm, ostinato, 
remix, riff 

Choreographer, solo, hip hop, juke box, lyricist, 
transitions 

 

 



YEAR 6 
 

MUSICAL SKILLS (Taught throughout the year) 
PERFORMING LISTENING COMPOSING THE HISTORY OF MUSIC 

• Singing songs in two or more secure 

parts from memory, with accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression. 

• Working as a group to perform a piece 

of music, adjusting the interrelated 
dimensions of music as required, 

keeping in time with others and 

communicating with the group. 

• Performing a solo or taking a leadership 
role within a performance. 

• Performing with accuracy and fluency 

from graphic and staff notation and 
from their own notation. 

• Performing by following a conductor’s 

cues and directions. 
 

• Discussing musical eras in context, 

identifying how they have influenced 
each other, and discussing the impact of 

different composers on the 
development of musical styles. 

• Recognising and confidently discussing 

the stylistic features of music and 

relating it to other aspects of the Arts 
(Pop art, Film music). 

• Representing changes in pitch, 

dynamics and texture using graphic 
notation, justifying their choices with 

reference to musical vocabulary. 

• Identifying the way that features of a 
song can complement one another to 

create a coherent overall effect. 

• Use musical vocabulary correctly when 

describing and evaluating the features 
of a piece of music. 

• Evaluating how the venue, occasion and 

purpose affects the way a piece of music 
sounds. 

• Confidently using detailed musical 

vocabulary (related to the inter-related 

dimensions of music) to discuss and 
evaluate their own and others work. 

 

• Improvising coherently and creatively 

within a given style, incorporating 
given features. 

• Composing a multi-layered piece of 

music from a given stimulus with voices, 
bodies and Instruments. 

• Composing an original song, 

incorporating lyric writing, melody 

writing and the composition of 
accompanying features, within a given 

structure. 

• Developing melodies using rhythmic 
variation, transposition and changes in 

dynamics, pitch and texture. 

• Recording own composition using 
appropriate forms of notation and/or 

technology and incorporating. 

• Constructively critique their own and 

others’ work, using musical vocabulary. 
 

• Discussing musical eras in context, 

identifying how they have influenced 
each other, and discussing the impact of 

different composers on the 
development of musical styles. 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS, PITCH & TEMPO 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
SONGS OF WW2 

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
FILM MUSIC 

Dynamics 

Tempo 
Pitch 

Pitch 

 

Pulse  

Rhythm  
Dynamics 

Tempo 

Pitch 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
THEME & VARIATIONS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
BAROQUE 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PERFORMING END OF YEAR 

PRODUCTION 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 

Dynamics 
Pitch 

Pulse  
Rhythm  

Dynamics 
Tempo 

Pitch 
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS, PITCH & TEMPO 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
SONGS OF WW2 

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
FILM MUSIC 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 
notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
THEME & VARIATIONS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
BAROQUE 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PERFORMING END OF YEAR 

PRODUCTION 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 
music   

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 

with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical 

notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 
high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 

different traditions and from great composers 
and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

• play and perform in solo and ensemble 
contexts, using their voices and with increasing 

accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural memory  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn from 
different traditions and from great composers 

and musicians  
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS, PITCH & TEMPO 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
SONGS OF WW2 

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
FILM MUSIC 

• Following a conductor to perform.  
• Improvising as a group and class to create 

wave sounds featuring changes in dynamics, 

texture and pitch. 

• Appraising the work of a classical composer. 

• Characterising music using language.  

• Notating ideas to create a wave composition 

using dynamics, pitch and texture. 

• Singing a war-time favourite with expression 
and dynamics.  

• Improving accuracy in pitch using the Solfa 
Scale.  

• Singing different parts to create a harmony. 
• Performing a melody from a notated score. 
• Recognising the stylistic features  of the 

music of WW2. 

• Identifying pitch changes in music. 

• Understanding what war-time music sounded 

• like in WW1 and WW2 

• Performing a soundtrack to a film scene as a 
group. 

• Discussing the features of film music. 

• Identifying different instruments and composing 

techniques. 

• Interpreting emotions in film music using 
graphic scores.  

• Creating and notating a composition which 

uses sounds to represent a given theme. 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
THEME & VARIATIONS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
BAROQUE 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PERFORMING END OF YEAR 

PRODUCTION 

• Keeping the pulse when performing a 

rhythm.  

• Performing rhythms using the Kodaly method. 

• Identifying the sounds of different instruments. 

• Recalling sounds with increasing aural memory. 

• Relating music to art. 

• Composing a rhythmic theme and present it 
as different variations. 

• Developing an understanding of how the 

orchestra is put together. 

• Discussing musical eras in context and how they 

have influence each other 

• Read and play a canon from staff notation 

• Demonstrate an understanding of Baroque 

music features when composing 

• Apply understanding of fugue structure when 
performing with others 

• Improvising over and singing known melodies 

to a 4-chord backing track.  

• Singing in an ensemble with   2   or   more 
independent parts. 

• Performing a song as a class with accuracy, 

fluency, control and expression.    

• Identifying the way that the features of a song 
can complement one another to create a 

coherent overall effect.  
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MUSIC BLOCK 1 (5 WEEKS) 
DYNAMICS, PITCH & TEMPO 

MUSIC BLOCK 2 (5 WEEKS) 
SONGS OF WW2 

MUSIC BLOCK 3 (5 WEEKS) 
FILM MUSIC 

Improvise, Characterise Counter melody, notate, octave, score, solfa 
ladder 

Accelerando, chromatics, interval, major, 
melodic, minor, modulate, timpani, tremolo 

MUSIC BLOCK 4 (5 WEEKS) 
THEME & VARIATIONS 

MUSIC BLOCK 5 (5 WEEKS) 
BAROQUE 

MUSIC BLOCK 6 (5 WEEKS) 
PERFORMING END OF YEAR 

PRODUCTION 
3 / 4 time, 4 / 4 time, accidentals, legato, motif, 
semi quaver, variations 

  

 

 


